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MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF SILVER CITY 
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 

Grant County Administration Center, 1400 Hwy. 180, Silver City, NM 
January 27, 2009 – 7:00 P.M. 

 
 
Present:  James R. Marshall, Mayor      Also Present:        Alex C. Brown, Town Manager-Finance Director 
                A. Judith Ward, District 1       Ann L. Mackie, Town Clerk 
                Thomas Nupp, District 2       Robert L. Scavron, Town Attorney 
                Simon Wheaton-Smith, District 3       Ed Reynolds, Silver City Police Chief 
                Steve May, District 4      
 
CALL TO ORDER/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE – Mayor Marshall called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
CEREMONIES – None 
 
PROCLAMATIONS – None 
 
PUBLIC INPUT – None 
 
COUNCIL COMMENTS – The Council commented on the following:  a fire drill at the Senior Center; how the 
Parks and Recreation Board may recommend a policy to the Town Council regarding the prohibition of ATV’s on 
trails and open space land and green space; the development of work-related policies for Town volunteers; issues on 
Cooper Street; recent incidents at Wal-Mart and Albertsons that exhibited good citizenship and positive customer 
service; and the upcoming animal care and control ordinance.  The Mayor commented on his disapproval of legislative 
issues that would remove tax burdens from the State and place the burden on local governments to present for 
implementation. 
 
CHANGES TO THE AGENDA – None 
 
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES – Regular Meeting – January 13, 2009 - Councilor Ward made a motion to 
approve the minutes.  Councilor Nupp seconded the motion. Mayor Marshall stated the minutes were incorrect in the 
Public Input section and the Town Clerk noted the amendment.  Councilor Ward accepted the amendment to the 
minutes, and Councilor Nupp seconded.  All were in favor, motion passed. 
 
REPORTS – Manager Brown reported on gross receipts tax revenues and stated revenues were down in all categories.  
He confirmed that the Joint Powers Agreement for the Grant County / Silver City Extraterritorial Jurisdiction had been 
approved by the State of New Mexico Department of Finance and Administration.  He answered questions from the 
Council on the 2008 unaccounted water report, and gave examples of how water could not be accounted for.  Police 
Chief Reynolds reported on the status of the starved and neglected dog that had been discussed in the previous Town 
Council Meeting on January 13th, and the status of the criminal case against the owners of the dog.  He stated the dog 
was improving at the Animal Shelter, and the case was presented to the District Attorney’s office, but it did not meet 
the level of a felony so charges would be pursued in Municipal Court.  Town Clerk Mackie reported on the Municipal 
Election to be held on March 3rd and announced absentee voting would begin at City Hall on February 4th and end on 
February 27th. 
  
PUBLIC HEARINGS - None 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS – None 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
A.  Approval / Disapproval of Request for Proposal # 08/09-2P:  Public Defender – Indigent Counsel.  Manager 
Brown advised the Council that the Town was required by law to provide indigent counsel at Municipal Court, and that 



January 27, 2009                                                           Regular Council Meeting                                             Page 2 of 2  

only one bid was received from Lopez and Associates.  He stated that they were currently the Town’s Indigent Counsel 
and it was staff’s recommendation to award the proposal to them.  Councilor Wheaton-Smith made a motion to 
approve staff’s recommendation to award RFP # 08/09-2P to Lopez and Associates, P.C.  Councilor May seconded the 
motion.  There was further discussion on how more than a half dozen firms were sent the RFP and only Lopez and 
Associates responded to the bid.  All were in favor, motion passed. 
 
B.  Approval / Disapproval of Request for the Destruction of Finance Department Records (Voucher Payment 
Warrant Register, 53 boxes).  Town Clerk Mackie requested the Council’s approval of the destruction of records.  
Councilor Ward made a motion to approve the request for records destruction.  Councilor Wheaton-Smith seconded 
the motion.  There was further discussion on the “Inspection of Public Records Act” and how public records requests 
may be submitted to the Town Clerk, and how the meeting minutes of Town Boards that were established by ordinance 
would be posted on the Town’s website at www.townofsilvercity.org.  All were in favor, motion passed. 
 
ADJOURNMENT – Councilor May made a motion to adjourn at 7:20 p.m.  Councilor Wheaton-Smith seconded the 
motion.  All were in favor, motion passed. 
 
       /s/ 
       ___________________________________ 
       James R. Marshall, Mayor 
 
       Attest: 
       /s/ 
       ___________________________________ 
       Ann L. Mackie, Town Clerk 
 


