
MINUTES 
Tuesday January 5, 2010 

Planning and Zoning Commission Meeting 
County Administration Building 

1400 Highway 180 East 
Silver City, New Mexico 

 
Commissioners Present 
Chair David Gershenson 
Doug Abbott 
Lori Ann Bonomo 
Ken Foster 
Gillian Sherwood 
 
Commissioners Absent 
Alice Jones 
Teri Matelson 
 
Staff Present 
Peter Russell 
Alexandra Perrault 
Luan Mitchell 
 
The regular meeting of the Planning and Zoning Commission for the Town of Silver City was 
called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Chair David Gershenson.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. A 
roll call of commissioners was taken and a quorum was present. 
 
Approval of Agenda 
Commissioner Foster moved to approve the agenda as written. Commissioner Bonomo seconded 
the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 
 
Approval of Minutes 
Commissioner Abbott moved to approve the Minutes of the November 3, 2009, meeting as 
written. Commissioner Bonomo seconded. All in favor, motion passed. 
  
Old Business 
Chair Gershenson reported that the Town Council will vote on the recommended Land Use Code 
changes after the election in March, but the mayor would like the incumbent councilors and the 
two candidates for council seats to receive the LUC document as soon as it has been voted on by 
the Planning and Zoning Commission so they will all have a chance to review it. 
 
Public Hearings 
ZC 09-3 - request for a Map Amendment/Zone Change from Commercial to Residential 
B for a tract of land approximately 0.3 acres in size, addressed as 1414 N. Bennett St., 
and located on Lot 16, Block 267, Section 34 of the Fraser Addition.  The applicant is 
Jeff Vasquez. 

There was no ex parte communication or conflict of interest on the part of any 
commissioner present. Two people were sworn in for testimony. Alexandra Perrault 
presented the case explaining that while the block on which the property is located is 
zoned commercial, there are only two commercial uses, BroCom and Interstate 
Electronics. Other than these two commercial uses, the block only consists of single-
family dwellings. She added that there have been several zone changes from commercial 



 2

to Residential B in the general neighborhood in the last few years. The main reason for 
these zone changes, aside from the desire to be zoned for what actually exists on the 
properties, is that properties zone Commercial have a higher interest rate than those 
zoned Residential. This makes it harder to buy, sell or refinance the property, even 
though the actual use of the property is residential. Another hardship for property owners 
in this situation is that residential uses are considered non-conforming in a Commercial 
zone. Non-conforming uses have a number of restrictions, including the inability to 
expand, extend or enlarge structures by more than 25%. 
 
Evelyn Vasquez, representative of the applicant, said Ms. Perrault had presented the case 
very well and she had nothing to add. 
 
Commissioner Foster moved to approve ZC 09-3 with the finding that the zone change 
will not adversely affect the implementation of the goals and policies of the Town’s 
Comprehensive Plan. Commissioner Bonomo seconded and the motion was approved by 
unanimous roll call vote. 
 
ZC 09-4 – request for a Map Amendment/Zone Change from Industrial to Residential B 
for a tract of land approximately 9.15 acres in size, located on Blocks 150, 151, 154, 155, 
188, 189 and portions of Lots 2, 4, 6, 8, 10, 12, 14, and 16 of Block 152, portions of Lots 
2, 4, 6, 8, 10, 12, 14 and 16 of Block 153, and portions of Lots 2, 4, 6, 8, 10, 12, 14, and 
16 of Block 190, Section 2 of the Fraser Addition.  The applicant is the Town of Silver 
City. 
 
There was no ex parte communication or conflict of interest on the part of any 
commissioner present. Five people were sworn in for testimony. Alexandra Perrault 
presented the case explaining that the Town owns the property and it is currently 
undeveloped but the surrounding area consists of mixed uses.  There are single-family 
residences, including mobile homes, the Town’s Public Works shop and Recreation 
Center, and a former pellet plant. The Town contacted 12 property owners in the 
surrounding neighborhood with one citizen coming to the office to speak with Mike Eley 
about the project. He voiced no opposition. The Community Development Department 
recommended approval of the zone change. 
 
Town of Silver City Planner Mike Eley testified describing the affordable housing project 
that will be built in the area concerned. A one million dollar grant and $554,000 obtained 
by Senator Bingaman will fund the project, and the Town of Silver City will donate the 
27 acres for the housing plan. The houses will be available to people making up to 
$50,000 to $60,000 and will be extremely energy efficient. 
 
Commissioner Abbott moved to approve the zone change with the finding that the zone 
change will not adversely affect the implementation of the goals and policies of the 
Town’s Comprehensive Plan. Commissioner Bonomo seconded and the notion was 
passed unanimously. 
 
New Business 
A presentation to the commission was made by Charlie Deans of Community by Design, 
representative of Bruce McKinney owner of the property on which they propose to build 
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a Planned Unit Development (PUD) called Esperanza Hills. Mr. Deans’ purpose was to 
explain PUDs to the commission in advance of the application by Mr. McKinney for 
PUD zoning that will be on the agenda for the February meeting. 
 
Reports from Staff 
Peter Russell asked when the commission will be able to hold the public hearing to vote 
on recommending Land Use Code changes. February 16th was tentatively selected 
pending verification that the meeting room is available.  
 
Reports from Commission 
None 
 
Community Input 
None 
 
Adjournment 
Commissioner Abbott moved to adjourn the meeting.  Commissioner Foster seconded the 
motion.  All in favor, the meeting adjourned at 8:10 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 ___________________________________  ________________________ 
 David Gershenson     Approved  January 5, 2010 
 Planning & Zoning Commission Chair 
 
 
 
 


