
Minutes of the Parks and Recreation Board 
 
October 7, 2009 
 
The regular meeting of the Parks and Recreation Board was held in the first floor conference room of 
the Town’s Annex building on Wednesday, October 7, 2009.  The meeting was called to order at 5:30 
pm by Cindy Neely, Chair. 
 
Members Present Members Absent 
Jim McIntosh Alex Brown, ex officio member 
Mary Ann Finn  
Gail Stanford     
Elizabeth Baxter 
Cindy Neely 
Councilor Cynthia Bettison, ex officio member 
 
 
Town Staff Present 
Luan Mitchell 
 
Members of the Public Present 
Carrie Tomlinson 
Nora Love 
 
Approval of September 16, 2009, Minutes 
As there was not a quorum present at this point in the meeting, approval of the minutes was postponed. 
The meeting was adjourned without approval of the minutes. 
 
Announcements 
The next meeting of the Parks and Recreation Board will be Wednesday, November 4, 2009, at 5:30 
pm. 
 
Public Input 
Carrie Tomlinson and Nora Love from Gila Conservation Education Center spoke about the outdoor 
classroom at San Vicente Creek. Ms. Tomlinson gave some history and background about the project. 
She said they had gotten a grant two years ago and now must complete the project by December or lose 
the rest of the grant money. She said they had intended the base of the classroom area to be mulched 
but much of it was washed away in the recent rains and they have decided they need a permanent pad 
instead. It would be 40 feet by 50 feet. She showed concept drawings and photos and added that they 
have been getting help and will be getting donations from Foxworth Galbraith and Rich Bigelow. They 
are planning to ask the Town Council for money from the Trails and Open Space fund to complete the 
pad. One of the photos showed a pavilion roof at the site. Ms. Stanford said she didn’t think the 
pavilion was necessary, that the whole idea is that the classroom is out in the open. Ms. Tomlinson 
explained that they intend to use the classroom year-round and hope that it will be used by other groups 
besides the city schools and also by the public. Ms. Baxter said she thought shelter is important but 
would like to see a more natural looking one. 
 
Ms. Stanford then explained that there are two Trails and Open Space funds. One is to be used only for 
the purchase of property, the other for maintenance. She didn’t see how their request could fit into 
either of those categories. Ms. Neely suggested that education would fit in with the Trails and Open 
Space Plan goals, and there might be some other funds available, maybe from stimulus money. She also 



explained that the board cannot make any decisions, it can only report to the council that it thinks 
something is a worthwhile project or not and for what reasons. She encouraged them to get on the 
agenda for a council meeting as soon as possible. 
 
Member Reports 
Mr. McIntosh handed out flyers for the All Souls Trail Race to be held October 31st. There will be a 
5K, 7-mile and Creekside Fun Run. It is sponsored by Aldo Leopold High School and is a fund raiser 
for Partners in Health and Gila Regional Hospice. He suggested the Parks & Rec board have a booth or 
table set up with information and applications for new board members. Ms. Stanford said she may be 
able to handle the booth. 
 
Ms. Stanford reported that she recently walked the San Vicente trail to just north of Scott Park, in an 
area that is supposed to be protected open space. There is lots of ATV damage and the area needs to be 
secured and secured over and over until ATV use there stops. She suggested going to the town council 
to request Trails and Open Space funds to do that. She also attended a FSSH meeting where it was 
decided to try to get in on the Town’s next budget for some needed equipment such as toilet roll 
holders. Ms. Neely said she would bring it to Alex Brown’s attention. Ms. Baxter suggested they may 
be able to get some grant money from Walmart. 
 
Ms. Baxter reported on safety issues at the skate park and Penny Park. Parents are dropping off young 
children to play there without supervision, and there is a lot of trash and graffiti, especially under the 
tree where kids congregate for shade. She suggested cameras at the parking lot to curb the gathering of 
youth after hours, drug use, etc., and sponsors for the parks. Ms. Neely said she had spoken with Peter 
Pena, director of public works, and he asked that any time anyone has problems or concerns about the 
parks they should call him at 388-4640. 
 
Ms. Finn announced a scavenger hunt on Bullard Street from 4:00 pm to 6:00 pm on Friday, October 
23rd. 
 
Ms. Neely had a meeting with the mayor and he encouraged her to attend town council meetings and 
make regular reports to them. He reiterated that the board makes no decisions but is to give direction 
and advice, both to applicants and the council. He also said the board should not solicit requests from 
groups but to let them come to the board. She mentioned the two open positions on the board and 
proposed seeking someone with interest in other forms of recreation than trails and open space, such as 
baseball, soccer or ATV use. 
 
Old Business 
Ms. Neeley attended a Penny Park meeting with Alex Brown, Peter Russell, Peter Pena and Alicia 
Edwards. Mr. Brown said there will be about $73,000 plus the insurance money and he will be holding 
a public meeting for citizen input on how to spend the money after the first of the year. Ms. Stanford 
asked why the meeting would not be held sooner and Ms. Neely said it was because they don’t expect 
to get the insurance money before March 2010. Mr. McIntosh recommended having the meeting in 
Penny Park before it gets too cold. 
 
Cecilia Stanford is requesting $11,000 to finish a wall in Penny Park. She will be asked to come and 
talk to the board. 
 
Mention was made of the Town’s “negative marketing” such as the sign at the pool that simply says 
“Closed” rather than “Closed for the winter season” or something less harsh. 
 



New Business 
It was agreed that the discussion of the Parks and Recreation Board’s role is an ongoing process. Some 
ideas for soliciting citizen input could be the problems at Penny Park and what should be done about 
the dying trees in Gough Park. 
 
Ms. Neely said the mayor was very adamant that the board does not give out letters of support; that is 
for the council to do. The board can recommend to the council regarding letters of support, but mention 
of it must be removed from the request for support application. 
 
Ms. Neely adjourned the meeting at 7:10 pm. 
 
 
Submitted by Luan Mitchell Approved by Cindy Neely, Chair on ___________2009 
 
 _____________________________________________ 


