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MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF SILVER CITY 
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 

Grant County Administration Center, 1400 Hwy 180, Silver City, NM 
June 22, 2010 – 7:00 P.M. 

 
Present:  Cynthia A. Bettison, Mayor Pro Tem    Also Present:   Alex C. Brown, Town Manager-Finance Director 
                Jamie K. Thomson, District 2                             Robert L. Scavron, Town Attorney 
                Simon Wheaton-Smith, District 3                            Ann L. Mackie, Town Clerk 
                Michael S. Morones, District 4                Susan Berry, Museum Director            
                                                  
Not Present:  James R. Marshall, Mayor 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER, PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE, AND READING OF MISSION STATEMENT – Mayor 
Pro Tem Bettison called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m.  Councilor Wheaton-Smith read the Town’s Mission 
Statement. 
 
2. CEREMONIES – Presentation of “Years of Service” Award to Susan Berry, Museum Director.  Mayor Pro 
Tem Bettison acknowledged Susan Berry, Museum Director, for her 36 years of service to the Town of Silver City and 
how she made the Silver City Museum a star tourist attraction.  She stated that some of Mrs. Berry's outstanding 
achievements included:  securing accreditation for the Silver City Museum by the American Association of Museums 
and how the accreditation allowed the Museum to secure funding; securing the old PNM Building for additional 
Museum space; securing the Mattocks site and ruin; and being awarded the Lifetime Achievement Award from the 
NM Historic Preservation Division.  Mayor Pro Tem Bettison congratulated Mrs. Berry and presented her with a 
"Years of Service" Award.  Councilor Wheaton-Smith, Councilor Morones, and Councilor Thomson offered 
comments and thanked her for her service to the Museum, the Town, and  to the community.  Mrs. Berry thanked the 
Council, the Town Staff, the Museum Board and Museum Society, and all of the people that were involved in the 
Museum, and said she was honored to be a part of it. 
 
Councilor Wheaton-Smith made a motion for a short recess at 7:12 p.m.  Councilor Morones seconded the motion.  All 
were in favor, motion passed.  Mayor Pro Tem Bettison called the meeting back to order at 7:34 p.m. 
 
3. PROCLAMATIONS – None. 
 
4. PUBLIC INPUT – Herbie Marsden commented on solar rights and he asked the Council to urge the Planning and 
Zoning Commission to adopt solar rights language in the revisions to the Land Use Code, and for the Mayor's Climate 
Protection Agreement Citizens Advisory Committee to address issues where solar features on residences and 
businesses would not be compromised by their neighbors. 
 
5. COUNCIL COMMENTS - The Council commented on the following:  Mr. Marsden's comments on solar rights; 
how the Parks and Recreation Board needed guidance from the Council, Town Manager, and citizens at large about 
what constitutes recreation and if neighborhood streets would be included; how the Senate had decided not to extend 
unemployment benefits and how it would be a huge impact on the local economy; recently attended events; how the 
Town had  a good process for hiring the position of interim Museum Director; how recreational facilities were for the 
health and enjoyment of the community, but were also an economic multiplier for the Town; how the pool rates were 
raised by 50 cents per person because operating costs exceeded the revenues from admissions and swim lessons; and 
an upcoming mural dedication by Mimbres Region Arts Council that would honor World War II and Bataan Veterans. 
 
Mayor Pro Tem Bettison congratulated Robert Scavron, Town Attorney, because he was named a board certified 
specialist in the area of local government law on June 10, 2010 by the NM Board of Legal Specialization which 
operated under the auspices of the NM Supreme Court.  She stated that he was the seventh attorney in the State to be 
so certified.  She stated that Mr. Scavron was the Town's Attorney for the past 9 years and had substantial previous 
involvement in Federal, State, and Native American governments, and that he was the past President of the NM 
Municipal Attorneys Association.  Attorney Scavron stated that whatever had been done, had been done with the 
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support of the Council, and it was very easy to be an attorney for the Town government because it had been a good,  
intelligent and honest client during the 9 years. 
 
6. CHANGES TO THE AGENDA – None. 
 
7. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES – Regular Meeting – June 8, 2010 - Councilor Wheaton-Smith made a motion 
to approve the minutes.  Councilor Morones seconded the motion as stated.  All were in favor, motion passed.   
 
8. REPORTS – A.  Update from the Silver City Veterans Park Advisory Committee.  Gerald Ullery, Chair of the 
Committee, reported on the actions of the Committee; the Feasibility Study that included approximate costs, etc. of the 
concept/design for the park; the Committee's Mission Statement; how the Town of Silver City was their Fiscal Agent; 
future synergies with the local schools, Silver City Museum, and Chamber of Commerce; and future plans for raising 
funds.  He said the Committee greatly appreciated the Mayor and Council's support, and he recognized Councilor 
Morones for being their liaison with the Town, and Attorney Scavron for his time and advice on a possible set of by-
laws. He concluded by saying how proud he was of the Committee in their dedication and efforts.  Manager Brown 
commented that it was important to identify the future expectations for the maintenance of the Park.  Mayor Pro Tem 
Bettison commented on the participation of the Parks and Recreation Board; the concept/design; and how more input 
from the public, Staff, and Parks and Recreation Board was needed.  She thanked him and the members of the 
Committee for all their time and effort on the project, and said it was important that the Park was worthy of all the 
service that the Veterans had given. 
 
9. PUBLIC HEARINGS – None. 
   
10. UNFINISHED BUSINESS – None. 
 
11. NEW BUSINESS –  
A.  Approval / Disapproval of Bid #09/10-11 :  refuse collection truck.  Manager Brown reported that the Town had 
received 2 bids for the refuse collection truck; one was from Trucks West out of Albuquerque, and the second was 
from Rush Truck Center out of Las Cruces.  He said the bid instructions specified that per bid only one bid could be 
submitted for one truck, and that Rush Truck Center submitted 2 bids so they had to be excluded.  He said the only bid 
that could be considered was Trucks West for a bid of $222,000 without gross receipts taxes or $235,000 with gross 
receipts taxes, but the actual budget for the purchase of the new truck was $200,000.  He said it was staff's 
recommendation to reject all bids and go out for bid again.  Councilor Wheaton-Smith made a motion to approve Bid 
#09/10-11.  There was no second.  Manager Brown asked if he meant to approve staff's recommendation.  Mayor Pro 
Tem Bettison asked Councilor Wheaton-Smith to re-state the motion.  Councilor Wheaton-Smith rescinded his 
previous motion and moved to approve staff's recommendation for Bid #09/10-11.  Councilor Thomson seconded the 
motion.  Councilor Thomson, Councilor Wheaton-Smith, and Councilor Morones voted aye. Mayor Pro Tem Bettison 
stated the motion was approved to approve staff's recommendation to reject all bids received on Bid #09/10-11 and to 
re-advertise the bid.   There was further discussion about how Mayor Pro Tem Bettison did not vote as a Councilor on 
the motion.  Councilor Wheaton-Smith made a motion to reconsider, Councilor Thomson seconded.  All were in favor, 
motion passed to reconsider.  Councilor Wheaton-Smith made a motion to accept staff's recommendation to reject all 
bids received and to re-advertise for Bid #09/10-11 refuse collection truck.  Councilor Thomson seconded the motion.  
All were in favor, motion passed to accept staff's recommendation to reject all bids received and to re-advertise for Bid 
#09/10-11.  
 
12. ADJOURNMENT – Councilor Wheaton-Smith made a motion to adjourn at 8:07 p.m.  Councilor Morones 
seconded the motion.  All were in favor, motion passed. 
        /s/ 
              
        James R. Marshall, Mayor 
        Attest: 
        /s/ 
              
        Ann L. Mackie, Town Clerk 


