
MINUTES 
Planning and Zoning Commission 

Tuesday, May 3, 2011 
County Administration Building 

1400 Highway 180 East 
Silver City, New Mexico 

 
Commissioners Present 
Alice Jones, Chair 
George Lundy 
Alexandra Perrault 
Sherry Clements 
Rodger Koest 
 
Commissioners Absent 
Nickolas Seibel 
 
Staff Present 
Peter Russell, Community Development Director 
Luan Mitchell, Planner 
Jim Coates, Planner 
 
The meeting of the Planning and Zoning Commission was called to order at 7:00 pm by 
Chair Alice Jones. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. A roll call of commissioners 
was taken and a quorum was present.  
 
Approval of Agenda 
Commissioner Lundy moved to approve the agenda. Commissioner Perrault seconded 
and the motion passed unanimously. 
 
Approval of Minutes 
Commissioner Lundy moved to approve the minutes of the April 5, 2011, meeting. 
Commissioner Koest seconded and the motion passed unanimously. 
 
Peter Russell introduced Jim Coates who has joined the Community Development 
Department as a Planner. 
 
Old Business 
None 
 
New Business 
None 
 
 
 



Public Hearings 
ZC 11-02 A request for a zone change from Commercial to Historic Downtown 
Commercial for property located at 413 S Texas Street, Silver City.  The applicant is the 
Kirsten Laney. 
 
Three people were sworn in for testimony. There was no ex parte communication or 
conflict of interest on the part of any of the commissioners.  Luan Mitchell presented the 
staff report noting that the property encompasses lots 3, 5, 7, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14 and part 
of lots 4, 6, and 8 of Block 9 of the Fraser Addition. The property is located on Texas 
Street, between Sonora and Gila Streets, and is part of the Chihuahua Hill Historic 
District. The block is currently zoned Commercial, however the neighborhood actually 
consists of mostly residential uses. With the adoption of the new Land Use and Zoning 
Code of 2010, a new zoning designation was created – the Historic Downtown 
Commercial District (C-HD), which will allow a mix of commercial uses, mixed-use 
buildings, and residential buildings in the historic central business core. It is likely that 
this block will be included in that new zoning designation when the new maps are drawn. 
 
Mrs. Laney explained that she was requesting the zone change because of the limitations 
on expanding or repairing property that is residential use in a commercial zone. She said 
she did not want to wait for the new zoning maps to be drawn as she had a buyer for the 
property who requested the zone change be approved before closing. 
 
Commissioner Lundy moved to approve ZC 11-02, finding that the proposed amendment 
will not adversely affect the implementation of the goals and policies of the Town’s 
Comprehensive Plan, and the proposed amendment will not adversely impact the public 
health, safety or general welfare and will promote the original purposes of the Land Use 
Code.  He stated there were no conditions. Commissioner Perrault seconded and the 
motion was passed unanimously. 
 
Community Forum 
Gabriel Holguin, Ellen Broun and Gabriel Partid of the US Forest Service, and Silver 
City Fire Fighter Aric Ray made presentations on wildfire precautions for homeowners. 
 
Commissioner Koest moved that the Commission make a recommendation to the Town 
Council that they consider extraordinary education efforts regarding any use of amateur 
fireworks this year. Commissioner Lundy seconded and the motion was passed 
unanimously. 
 
Commissioner Clements asked if anything could be done about vacant houses where 
there is no one to take care of weeds, brush, etc. Chair Jones said that in Southern 
California there are fire marshals that inspect property and if a fire hazard is noted the 
owner is required to correct it within five days or the city takes care of it and bills the 
homeowner. She suggested that might be something the Town of Silver City might look 
into. Commissioner Perrault said she would like to hear from Silver City’s Fire Marshal 
before making recommendations. It was decided to ask Fire Marshal Lambert to come to 
the next meeting. 



Reports from Staff 
None 
 
Reports from Commission 
Commissioner Perrault suggested the high fire risk right now might be a good time to 
educate the public on the limitations on rebuilding non-conforming structures if they are 
destroyed. Jim Coates was asked to address that issue in conjunction with the Fire 
Marshal’s discussion at the next meeting. 
 
Chair Jones asked the commission how they felt about the Community Forum so far. 
Commissioner Lundy said he thought they were helpful and should continue. 
 
Adjournment 
Commissioner Perrault moved to adjourn the meeting. Commissioner Lundy seconded 
and the motion passed unanimously. The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 pm. 
 
 
___________________________________   
Alice Jones, Chair     Approved July 5, 2011 
Planning & Zoning Commission  
 


