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TOWN OF SILVER CITY 
MINUTES OF THE CEMETERY BOARD  

REGULAR MEETING 
 

Public Works Administration Building, 610 East 8th St. Silver City, New Mexico 
July 27, 2011  -  1:30 p.m. 

 
 

Present:   Dana Nupp, Chair   Councilor Michael S. Morones, Ex Officio 
      Elizabeth Miller, Vice-Chair Peter Pena, Public Works Director 
                 Rider South   Linda Nunez, Finance Dept. Representative 
      Carl Scholl    Ann L. Mackie, Town Clerk 
                 Lindee Lenox    
 
 
CALL TO ORDER – Chair Nupp called the meeting to order at 1:32 p.m. 
 
CHANGES TO THE AGENDA – None. 
 
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES – June 22, 2011 Regular Meeting – Mr. South 
made a motion to approve the minutes.  Mr. Scholl seconded the motion.  All were in 
favor, motion passed. 
 
PUBLIC INPUT – None.   
 
REPORTS 
A.  Public Works Representative - Peter Pena, Public Works Director, commented on 
the following:  how the recent road project in the Cemetery was successful because it was 
draining well during the recent rains; how 3 individuals were cutting weeds; how their 
main goal was to have the Cemetery cut and clean for the Labor Day weekend; and how 
he would check on getting a better fastener mechanism for the gate.   
 
B.  Chair – Chair Nupp asked Mr. Pena to talk about opening a second gate in the back 
of the Cemetery to be used as an emergency exit.  Mr. Pena said he would pull up the 
maps to see what their options were and how they would have to negotiate with adjacent 
property owners for an emergency exit.  He said he would look at the terrain for the best 
possible place and talk to Peter Russell, Community Development Director, to learn who 
the property owners were.  He said they may have to purchase property or have an 
agreement with a property owner.  There was further discussion. 
 
Board members, Lindee Lenox and Elizabeth Miller, stated they had visited the Cemetery 
and had several concerns for discussion:  1) how there was plywood over a grave dug for 
cremated remains and it seemed disrespectful to have the dirt piled up next to it rather 
than at a distance away from the grave;  2) how there were gravesites, used or unused, 
that had gravel on them, but no borders or markers; and 3) how there was a historical 
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marker at the grave of Billy the Kid's mother, but the grave looked sad because there 
were weeds and it needed maintenance.   
 
There was further discussion between the Board and Mr. Pena regarding those concerns 
and how it was the usual practice to cover a grave with plywood and have the dirt next to 
it; how the dirt could be placed on a tarp; how it would cost more to move the dirt from a 
greater distance away from the grave; how the Town did not build copings or add rock to 
the graves and that it was up to the people; how when people buy a plot it was basically 
like buying a piece of property and for them to take care of; how the Cemetery was not a 
perpetual care cemetery; how there could be suggestive language in the Rules and 
Regulations that asked people to maintain the graves that they purchased; how some 
people did not care and did not even put up markers; how the Board should further 
review the Rules and Regulations, Part V Maintenance; how the anti-donation law 
prevented the Town from donating time and labor to clean up graves with historical 
markers; how it was possible that the Juvenile Probation and Parole Office could offer 
volunteer help to maintain the graves with historical markers; and how the Town would 
be cutting dead trees, applying for Apache Corporation's tree grant, and would work on 
the paths in the Winter. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS - None. 
 
NEW BUSINESS  
A.  Schedule the next meeting and discuss agenda items for next meeting.  The next 
meeting was scheduled for August 24th.  The Board said they would like to review the 
Rules and Regulations at the next meeting. 
 
ADJOURNMENT – Mr. Scholl made a motion to adjourn at 2:17 p.m.  Mr. South 
seconded the motion.  All were in favor, motion passed. 
 
       
      /s/ 
      ____________________________   
      Elizabeth Miller, Vice-Chairperson 
 
      Attest: 
      /s/ 
            
      Ann L. Mackie, Town Clerk 
 


