
  

Historic Design Review Committee 
 August 14, 2013 

Meeting Record 
 
Members Present Others Present 
Becky Smith, Committee Chair   David Vesica, Architect 
Suzanne Gershenson, Committee Member  Lucy Whitmarsh, MainStreet President  
Steven Shelendich, Committee Member  Francis Bee, MainStreet Director 
Charmeine Wait, Committee Member  Jim Coates, TOSC Planner 
Jaime Embick, Secretary 
 
Members Absent 
None 
 
The meeting was called to order at 2:04 PM 
 
New Business: 
1.  Application for Silver City Landmark Structure status for the Silco Theater at 311 North 
Bullard.  The applicant is the property owner, Town of Silver City.  Jim Coates presented the 
application for the Town of Silver City.  The letter of application from Peter Russell is attached 
as Appendix 1.  The proposed marquee exceeds the sign size limit in the C-HD zone.  As a Silver 
City Landmark Structure, the Silco Theater would have to follow the direction of the Historic 
Design Review Committee.  The standards for restoration would be more strict with the new 
designation.  Charmeine stated that the building appears to meet the criteria for a Silver City 
Landmark Structure.  Mr. Vesica stated that Barbara Zook from the NMHPD approved the 
design and that signage is a “key aesthetic” for historic theaters. 
Suzanne asked if this was unfair to other building owners on the street who might want larger 
signs.  Mr. Coates stated that any property owner of a historic building in the area could apply 
for Landmark Status.  The property would then have to meet the stricter standards for renovation 
and preservation. 
The committee agreed that standards for Landmark Structures should be written. 
 
Suzanne moved that the Committee move forward with designating the Silco Theater as a Silver 
City Landmark Structure so that the renovation process may move forward.  Steven seconded the 
motion and it passed with a unanimous voice vote of 4-0.  Jaime did not vote. 
 
2.  HD 13-05  Certificate of Compliance for the external modification of the commercial 
property at 311 North Bullard Street with the addition of a marquee.  The applicant is the 
property owner, the Town of Silver City.  Mr. Vesica, the architect for the project, presented the 
information.  This phase will include an art deco marquee, canopy and sign.  The HPD has 
accepted the changes and was helpful in finding the funding.  Lucy Whitmarsh stated that the 
same company who made the sign for the Kimo Theater in Albuquerque will be making this one.  
Members of the HDRC were concerned with maintenance of the neon and glass.  Mr. Vesica 
stated that higher traffic volumes downtown might prevent vandalism.   
 



  

Steven moved to issue a Certificate of Compliance for the marquee as presented.  Suzanne 
seconded and the motion passed by a unanimous voice vote. 
 
Approval of Minutes 
Steven moved to accept the June 26, 2013, minutes as submitted.  Jaime seconded the motion 
which passed unanimously. 
 
Public Hearings: 
None 
 
Community/Public Input 
None 
 
Committee Reports 
Charmeine presented photos from the adobe workshops that were held.  These are attached as 
Appendix 2.  She stated that 37 people participated.  Next year the museum will present a brick 
re-pointing workshop. 
The museum will be putting maps of historic Silver City on the windows facing the courtyard 
and the walking tour maps will also be updated. 
Charmeine will provide the committee with the federal guidelines for landmark structures for 
review at the next meeting 
 
Adjournment 
The meeting was adjourned at 3:00 PM. 
 
Approved: 
 
____________________________________________ Date:___________________ 
Becky Smith, Chair 
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